I902]             -^ Great Ice Barrier                 89

It is characteristic of Scott that he makes no
allusion to the * winged words' with which he
addressed the officer of the watch ; and of Wilson
that his diary contains no allusion to the tobacco
incident.

To Wilson and Shackleton from the crow's-nest
of the Discovery was granted on January 19 their
first sight of Mount Erebus far to the southward,
the giant volcano of the Antarctic, with his smok-
ing crater towering 13,000 feet above the sea.
Then crossing McMurdo Sound, and steaming now
eastwards by Ross Island they made Gape Grozier
under the slopes of Mount Terror on January 22.

A long low but heavy swell broke on the shore with
an appalling force, but a collection of 6 to 8 stranded
icebergs into the midst of which we rowed produced a
lee. They were all sea-worn and weather-worn, with
enormous gulf-like caves and arches and tunnels into
which the swell broke in thunder. No words can de-
scribe their blues and greens, and lights and shadows.
Sometimes when on the shady side,of an iceberg one
would see the sun's light come through an archway with
an unsurpassable green light. It was a scene one can
never forget.

Even more impressive was his first full view of
the Great Ice Barrier, gained after a steep climb
with Scott and Royds to the highest of the volcanic
cones above these cliffs. From this point the great
ice plain could be seen with long undulations
stretching southwards into infinity whilstc the Bar-
rier edge, in shadow, looked like a long narrowing
black ribbon as it ran with slight windings to the
eastern horizon.* (Scott.)

It was viewed by Scott with the eyes of a physi-
cist and a surveyor who was even more intent upon
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